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\ 1. A document editing apparatus for displaying on 
a scrben a document comprising a content described in 
pluralXpermeable layers by displaying the layers one on 
anotherVon the screen, the apparatus comprising: 

doVument synthesis means for displaying a layer 
that has been set to be displayed on a screen based on 
display/nqn - display setting included in data of each 
layer; 

docuzdent editing means for generating a new layer 
and adding (thereof to thie document comprising layers 
displayed om the screen and for generating, when the new 
layer is added, information of the layers displayed on 
the screen a^ at-add-time layer display state 
information ; 

layer skate managing means for managing the 
at-add-tlme lAyer display state information in 
correlation wiVh the new added layers- 
display designation receiving means for receiving 
a display desigiiation for specifying an arbitrary layer 
from a user; anc 

layer stated reproducing means for controlling the 
document synthesis means to display the layer that was 
displayed on the sbreen when the specified layer was 
added based on the Vt-add-time layer display state 
information in respoiiae to reception of the layer 



specification from the display designation receiving 



means 




the document editing apparatus comprises a client 
apparatus and a server apparatus connected to each other 
by way of a communication line, and wherein 

the client appa^ratus comprises the document 
synthesis means, the document editing means, the display 
designation receiving \means , and and layer state 
reproducing means, and 

the server apparatus comprises the layer state 
managing means and document managing means for managing 
data of each layer. 

3. The document editing apparatus according to 
claim 2, wherein 

the client apparatus\ further comprises layer 
state temporarily storing roelans for temporarily storing 
at-add-time layer display stWte information of each of 
plural layers added by the diocumont editing means, 
transmitting the temporarily \stored at-add-time layer 
display sate information to the layer state managing 
means when the added plural l^er data pieces are 
transmitted to the document manadtng means and reflected 
on the document, and controlling tlje layer state managing 
means to manage it. 



